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Resources
offer aid
to leaders
The UNCW Swain Center for
Executive Education and Eco
nomic Development offers valu
able new resources to help busi
ness leaders and alumni lead in
today’s volatile market.
The center has launched several
enhanced resources and services,
from online leadership videos to
executive coaching. These ser
vices are offered in response to
feedback the Swain Center staff
received from hundreds of busi
ness leaders to determine how
best to prepare leaders, teams and
organizations for the challenges
ahead.

Cameron School of Business
stresses quality, adapts to change
ÇAMUlos

Programming includes:
• The Excellence in Leadership
Series, a collection of compli
mentary, brief videos on critical
strategies needed to lead in to
day’s environment.
• Business-focused online pro
grams,
including
leveraging
business analytics, determining
today’s new realities, anticipating
emerging trends and leading criti
cal projects.
• The Leadership Essentials
for Nurses program, which pro
vides frontline health care work
ers an opportunity to develop
their leadership skills online at
their convenience.
• Executive coaching, offered to
senior leaders and includes one
pro bono coaching session. The
Swain Center selected a team of
top-notch, certified coaches from
the region and across the country
to help provide this valuable ser
vice.
To access these services, visit
uncw.edu/swain.
-
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Grad plans
social change
Following her recent gradua
tion in May, Catherine Armstrong
’20 hopes to create a company
that uses both technology and the
principles of social entrepreneur
ship to fight human trafficking
and break poverty cycles.
“I am passionate about so
cial entrepreneurship and how
people are leveraging business to
help others in a sustainable way,
which means looking at for-profit
companies and how they are able
to integrate helping others into
their business models,” she said.
Armstrong attended UNCW
because she received the uni
versity’s James R. Leutze Merit
Scholarship, named in honor
of a beloved and renowned for
mer chancellor. She says it has
changed her life forever.
“When this scholarship hap
pened, it brought me to the best
school in the entire world. It has
given me opportunities that never
in my wildest dreams did I ever
think would be possible,” Arm
strong said.
Armstrong, who double ma
jored in supply chain manage
ment and business administration
with a concentration in entrepre
neurship and business, also minored in Spanish. She was named
the E. M. West Award co-winner
for the Most Outstanding CSB
graduate for May.
—
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The Cameron School of Business prepares students for knowledge-based decisions, career progression, and business leader
ship in a global environment. PHOTO BY: JEFF JANOWSKI/UNCW
By Jim Ware
For UNCW
obert Burrus has deep
roots in eastern North
Carolina and at the Uni
versity of North Carolina Wilm
ington.
Burrus was bom in Kinston
and has been a professor and ac
ademic leader at UNCW since
1998, becoming Dean of the
Cameron School of Business in
2015.
In that time, Burrus has seen
the school of business evolve
into a nationally ranked and ac
credited institution with support
and guidance from hundreds of
top business leaders who now
call Wilmington home.
“We find ourselves in a fan
tastic partnership with the busi
ness community, and that part
nership consists of, on our end,
producing market-ready, driven
and humble graduates,” Burrus
said.
UNCW Chancellor Jose Sartarelli emphasized the quality
of graduates from the Camer
on School of Business, which
ranked 67th in the 2020 Poets
& Quants list of best schools for
undergraduate business majors
and is accredited by the Asso
ciation to Advance Collegiate
Schools of Business.
“I want to make sure that I
get qualified students to come
in,” Sartarelli said. “I want to
make sure that I get professors
who are the best qualified. And I
want to make sure those profes
sors develop programs that are
the most innovative and impact
ful. With those three things you
end up with quality education.”
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Preparing for work
The business community
provides internships for CSB
students to prepare them for the
rigors of the workplace when
they graduate, Burrus said.
J.C. Smith, who oversees
employee learning and facili
ties at Wilmington-based Live

Oak Bank, said a fourth of the
bank’s 600 employees have
UNCW connections, most with
the school of business. Many
started out as interns.
“In fact, we had six May grad
uates start recently from UNCW
and probably four out of those
six were interns who just went
from intern to full-time,” Smith
said. “What we love about
UNCW students is they come
here, and they seem to appreci
ate the fact that they’re going to
have to learn the work and they
seem prepared for that.”
The school of business also is
home to the Cameron Executive
Network, made up of more than
250 professionals and execu
tives who mentor the school’s
students in one-on-one relation
ships.
“They are basically spend
ing time educating and passing
on great practices to students,
which I think is unique,” Sar
tarelli said.
The goal of the executive net
work is to get students to think
deeply about their careers and
how they can position them
selves to get a job when they
graduate and serve the business
community, Burrus said.
The network is one factor in
the school’s growth by about
700 undergraduate students in
the past 10 years, he said.
The school of business also
has grown by nearly 400 gradu
ate students in the past three
years thanks to new online
MBA, business analytics and
finance programs, Burrus said.
“I think we have great profes
sors teaching these programs,
but also at a very accessible
price compared to what other
major schools would charge for
an MBA, either online or faceto-face,” Sartarelli said.
Nivine Richie, associate dean
for graduate, international and
external programs, serves as the
online director of the school’s
MBA program and is a profes
sor of finance.
“While it’s an online pro

The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business recently reac
credited the Cameron School of Business for another five years. Fewer
than five percent of business schools worldwide hold this distinction.
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gram, we seek to connect with
each of our students on a very
personal level,” Richie said.
Because of the work put into
developing online programs
prior to 2020, the school was
able to draw on that experience
and knowledge for undergradu
ate programs when COVID-19
interrupted on-campus classes,
Burrus said.
“While it has been a shock to
us, we’re fortunate that we had
gotten our feet wet in the on
line arena and we built up a lot
of capital and that has spread to
our faculty members,” Burrus
said.
Richie said some graduate
students almost overnight took
on the additional roles of workat-home and homeschooling
parents.
“In terms of delivery, there
was no change, but in terms of
sensitivity to student needs, I
think the university and the fac
ulty and the staff have tried to be
sensitive to the changes in the
students’ lives - that this was
not business as usual,” she said.
Richard Walsh, director of
the school’s Swain Center for

Executive Education and Eco
nomic Services, said one of the
center’s immediate responses
to the pandemic was to convert
previously offered face-to-face
services for mid- to large-size
organizations in the region to
live online services.
The Swain Center also made
available a series of five-minute
videos geared toward business
leaders, touching on such top
ics as leading in crisis, rapid
realignment and resiliency. Ex
ecutive coaching sessions are
offered to key leaders in busi
ness to support them through
the pandemic. Coaches, includ
ing Walsh, come from within
the community and outside.
(See sidebar at left for more in
formation.)
In non-pandemic times, the
school provides leadership by
working closely with the Wilm
ington Chamber of Commerce
in preparing the annual Wilm
ington
Regional
Economic
Scorecard and hosting the Eco
nomic Outlook Conference,
usually held in the fall semester.

